WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE FBI? WHY, NOTHING AT ALL. 

Current questions about FBI behavior at Ruby Ridge and, 
subsequently, 

Waco seem to concern the "degenerated" state of the FBI which could 
produce such aberrations. 

I would maintain that the FBI has always been fertile ground for a 
politically skilled and connected "rogue" to ply his career-enhancing skills. 
The outward appearance is always of scrupulous, "just the facts, and by 
the book," highly skilled and elite protectors of the people. I have no doubt 
that a great number of FBI personnel, even by today's corrupted standards, 
fit exactly that description. Supervisory Special Agent Dr. Frederick 
Whitehurst comes to mind. 

But it is now known that the FBI of Hoover's day targeted individuals 
for legal harassment, and performed "black bag" and entrapment and 
provocative operations against political dissidents and opponents. But, 
finally, to the point. They also demonstrated a willingness to shoot first and 
ask questions later. 

On January 22, 1962, Katie Ruth Blanton Patterson, in a car with her 
cousin and her cousin's husband, died from six gunshot wounds, from an 
(alleged) semiautomatic US M-1 Carbine which was fired by one H.W. "Bill" 
Major, an FBI special agent. No one in the car was wanted for any offense 
whatsoever, though Katie Ruth's cousin's husband was on parole at the 
time. Katie Ruth's cousin was also wounded in the shooting spree. Twenty- 
three rounds were fired. Excuse me, I must correct that. Twenty-three 
rounds penetrated the automobile in which Katie Ruth rode. 

The excuse given for the shooting was that a wanted man, an 
escaped convict, the husband of the foolish Katie Ruth, had once been 
seen occupying the car. Agent Major, standing and shooting from off the 
road, feared for his life 

because the loud muffler on the car made it sound as though shots were 
being fired from the speeding vehicle which he thought was also trying to 
run him down. Off the road. 

Newspaper accounts speak of the car being "riddled with 23 bullets..." 
A photo accompanying the article shows about half of them in the right front 
door and window post. The Gadsden Times states that Agent Major was 
"staked out" at the home of Katie Ruth's father, where she lived. Agent 
Major was observing the home, and never saw Katie Ruth's husband, since 
he was not there. 



Quoting the Etowah County, Alabama Circuit Solicitor (prosecutor), 
The Gadsden Times states "the driver...saying he did not know who the 
agent was, and that he was afraid to stop." 

""As the car reached the FBI agent, he opened fire," Wright explained, 
"and continued to fire as the car raced past."" 

"After the car had gotten past Major, it came to a halt on the side of 
the road." 

""Although the car was stopped, Major continued to fire," Wright 
(prosecutor) quoted Jones (the driver) as saying. "When the firing did not 
stop, Jones drove on down the road about three-quarters of a mile to a 
store where he called for help."" Does this sound like the 911 call from Mt. 
Carmel, Waco, 

Texas? 

If this car were speeding and Agent Major was firing a semiautomatic 
M-1 carbine, how is it that so many rounds were in such a tight group in the 
front door? Did he have a good, stable firing position off the road, as I was 
told by my elders, rather than diving desperately for cover, as was 
portrayed by Agent Major? 

I saw the vehicle as a 13-year old. I remember holes in the trunk as 
well. I was very familiar with the rate of fire available from a semiautomatic 
weapon. I recall having no trouble believing that the weapon involved, 
particularly since only one man was shooting, was a "machine gun," as I 
was told by my elders at the time. Was the weapon an M-2, fully 
automatic? 

Was the car perhaps not speeding towards, then away from Agent 
Major quite as rapidly as he would portray? Agent Major was a six year 
veteran. Did he have six years of inbred arrogance, and hunger for the 
glory and promotion that would be his if he "caught the bad guy trying to 
get away," managing to kill the guy with the excuse of being assaulted with 
a car? 

Wright, the County Solicitor (prosecutor) and Colvard, Sheriff of 
Etowah County, described Major as a "fine officer and fine gentleman." 

"We deeply regret the incident... and know he made a tragic mistake. 
But a law enforcement officer particularly can't afford to make mistakes." 

"The fact that he is an officer of the law makes it doubly important that 
he be certain innocent people will not be injured or killed when he uses 
firearms." 

"Knowing Agent Major, we feel certain he is deeply sorry for the 
tragedy. But we feel he must be charged and the case presented to the 



grand jury for action February 12." 

Agent Major was jailed on a warrant for murder in the first degree, 
signed by the Katie Ruth's father. He was released on a $3,000 bond, into 
the custody of a U.S. Attorney. Solicitor Wright, who had earlier called for 
his being charged in the matter, somehow failed to get an indictment from 
his grand jury, which returned a "no true bill." A civil claim was made for 
$150,000... ' 

I visited your grave, Katie Ruth, with the hearings concerning Ruby 
Ridge, the murder of another young woman fresh in my mind, I was blinded 
by tears, unusual in this hard-boiled soul. Rest in peace, Katie Ruth. You 
are not forgotten; perhaps, with the help of late-waking Americans, your 
death will not be in vain. 

William Michael Kemp 



